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5 PROVIDING FOR THE SALE, TRANSFER, OR QUITCLAIM 
<OF TITLE TO CERT: \IN LANDS IN FLORIDA 


- OefosBER 2 (legislative day, OcroBErR 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


. SMaTuHeERs, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 2684] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 2684) to provide for the sale, transfer, or quit- 
claim of title to certain lands in Florida, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon without amendment and with the recom- 
mendation that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to make an investigation to determine whether certain lands on the 
shore of the Gulf of Mexico are unsurveyed public lands. A com- 

anion bill was introduced in the Senate (S. 767) by Senator Holland, 
of Florida. 

The adjoining uplands which have been patented to private owner- 
ship are described as T.6S., R. 12 W., Tallahassee meridian, Florida. 
If the Secretary finds that the shorelands are unsurveyed public 
lands, H. R. 2684 would require him to survey, appraise, and sell 
such lands to the persons who owned the adjoining uplands as of 
October 2, 1946. If the shorelands are not found to be unsurveyed 

public lands, the Secretary shall quitclaim the lands to the adjoining 
sie owner. 

The bill also authorizes the Secretary to accept contributions to 
carry out the provisions of the act. 

Only an investigation of these lands can disclose whether these shore- 
lands are unsurveyed public lands. Ordinarily the water line itself 
constitutes the boundary of the land rather than the meander line. 
Failure of the survey to include within the meander line small, irregu- 
lar areas of land does not invalidate title to the shorelands. The 
general rule that the water line constitutes the boundary of the land 
is subject to an exception. If there has been a showing of fraud or 
such gross error as amounts to fraud in the survey, the meander line 
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wil constitute the boundary. Title to accretions generally accure to 
the upland owner. Where a substantial accretion has occurred after 
survey prior to entry, a patent thereafter issued to the entryman does 
not convey the accreted land. 

If the shorelands are not unsurveyed public lands, there appears to 
be no objection to the quitclaim of all interest in the land by the 
Federal Government in order to help remove any cloud on title to the 
land. In the absence of any desire by the State of Florida or a politi- 
cal subdivision thereof to utilize these lands for any public purpose, 
and if the lands are unsurveyed public lands, it would appear that they 
could be best utilized by the upland owner. This committee has no 
information to indicate that the State of Florida or any of its sub- 
divisions is interested in acquiring these lands. 
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